Momorandum of Understonding
Betweer the Republic of Tundsia and the United States of Amerdca

Reaffirming the common bonds of long-standing fidendship between the Republic of Tunisia and
the United States of America and recognlzing that Tunisia's histarie demogratic teensitlon offars
an unprecedented opportunity to forge & durable strategic partnership based on shared valuss and
interests, the Goverminents of the Republic of Tunisia and the Undted States of America
underscore the igiportance of contlauing cooporation {n & woy that strengthens the bilaterad
relationship between the two countrics und supports Tunlsta in undertaking necessary reforms,
strengthening its security and stability, ensuring a more prosperous future for its citizans, and
serving 2s a force of Mtréngth and progress in its region.

As friends and partners, Tunisia and the United States share a commitment w the promotion of
regional security and economic development, as wall a3 sociel, political end economio reform.

Sccurity Cooperation

Tunisia and the United States affium their common will to work for the preservation of the
scourity of the two countries. Both countries intand to enhanee the ongoing strategic dialogue
and increase military cooperation through programs simed at reinforcing Tunisie's security and
developing its capaciries to face major regional security challenges and 2dvancing shared
interests in a securs, sable, and prosperovs Maghreb, Africa and Middle East.
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Both countrics note the vital mportance of supporting Tunisia’s security needs, countenerrorism
cfforts, and stability, They condemn asacks on Tunisian civilians and socurity forces and are
comuitted to contipuing thejx cooperation to tombat terrorism and violent extremism. Both
govemments underscore the valug of foreign milltary assistance in epabling the purchasc of U.S,
‘military goods and services. Both nations are committzd to the most efficient and most effactive
use of assistance findsof all kinds.

Econdmic Progress

A nowly created Joint Economic Commission (JEC) between Tunisia end the Unitad States ia to
serve as a forum for discussing key economic issues on & recurring basis, The JEC would
initially focus on advancing Tunisia's reform agends and expanding private sector tes between
our two countries for the benefit of our two peoples,

Tunisia and the United States share the belief that bilateral investmenr, trade, and privete sector
engagement could significantly expand through the implemantation of policy reforms, Tunisia {s
working with international finencial institutions on achieving economic reform goals. In order 1o
increase bilateral coordination on echicving thess reform goals, the United States intends to work
with the Tumnisian govemment to develop a Country Development Cooperation Strategy, Both
coumnrtries also intend o continue 1o work together to prompte advances in seientific and
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cdycations! achiovement tmt will apur job apportunitics and cartrihute to Tunisia's continued
economic growtl. :

Consolidating Democratic Gainy

Tunisia and the United States remain commitied to continuing to work together to reinforce
Tunisia's important and remarkable dernocratic progress, respact for the rule of law, and
commitment to human rights and social and politice! inclusior. Both countries also recognize the
{mportance of & vibgant civil soclety to a functloning democracy and underscore Tunisia's
commitment to the protection of the froodoma enshrined {n Tunisia’s constitution as well as
respect for unjversal human riphts. Tunisia and the United States highlight the key role these
democratic norms play In the Tunlsia-U.S. steategic partnership and their cornmitment to
promoting these shared values, Both nations recognize the importance of cducation to unlocking
the potential of its people and {ntend to work toward greater exchangee and linkages between
Tunisian end U,S. educational {nstitutions.

Tunlsian-U.S. Strategic Cooperation

Tunisia and the United States share the undegstanding that the political and security interests of
both countries are fundamentally enlianced by Incrcased regional economic integration and
cooperation in the Maghreb rogion and the Middle East. Both countries intend to contime their
active dialogue throvgh regular consultations, the Strategic Dialogue, Joint Economic
Comumission, ths Trads and Investment Framework Agreament, and the Joint Military
Comunittee, in ardet 1o coordinate on a range of issus’ of mutual concemn and to identify areas
for furure collaboration. '

Signed at Washington, this 20th day of May, 2015, i duplicate.
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John F. Kemry
Mipister Advisor in Charge Political Affairs Satretary of State
of the Republic of Tunisia ofthe United States of Ameriga




