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Unprovoked and violent attack on the stall of “The Global Solidarity Campaign With Syria” 

On March 28, during the World Social Forum held at the campus of al-Manar University in Tunis, Tunisia, 

more than 50 people from the “Tunisians National Youth,” the Tunisians students union and  other groups 

attacked the stand of the “Global Solidarity with Syria Campaign” three times.

They attacked the stand humiliating the campaign representatives, stole the Syrian revolution flag and 

burned it. The attackers used tactics of violence and intimidation.

The following day, the same people returned and attacked the stand burning the flag while another group 

assaulted two young women.

Some Syrians gathered to condemn the attack, emphasizing the forum’s promised spirit of dialogue. They 

in turn were attacked. Among the victims were three Syrians, a Tunisian woman and a Brazilian delegate.

Nahauend El Ouertqni, a Tunisian journalist who witnessed the attack said: “A demonstration started 

from the tent of the ‘Tunisian Association for Tolerance’ chanting for Palestine and heading to the ‘Global 

Solidarity with Syria’ tent in Zone B. They were chanting for Bashar al-Assad. They found a woman from 

the representatives of  the global  campaign and hit her. Some Syrians who came to her rescue were 

themselves assaulted. 

When  they  denounced  the  violence  they  were  again  assaulted.  The  mob  then  snatched  the  Syrian 

revolution flag to burn it.  That act was one intended to humiliate the Syrian people. I  witnessed the 

incident and I was pushed. I was shocked to see my countrymen treat our guests in this manner.

For me I believe that the Tunisian and Syrian people are struggling for the same rights and dignity. And 

[despite] differences of opinion, the spirit of the WSF is one of friendly debate and dialogue.”

Intisar  Klaa, the Tunisian woman who was attacked, said:  “Myself  and some friends from the global 

solidarity campaign with Syria were chanting for freedom on the campus, when one of the mob slapped 

us across the face and used crude language of a sexual nature.”

Salameh Kaileh, a prominent Palestinian-Syrian Marxist writer, said: “It is clear that there is youth who 

are already provoked by some wrong understanding.”

We,  as  representatives  of  the  Solidarity  Campaign,  condemn  in  the  strongest  possible  terms  this 

unprovoked attack that we feel contradicts the spirit of dialogue and debate promoted by the WSF.

We call on the organizers to join this condemnation and make clear in absolute terms that this behavior is 

unacceptable, and that they should expel those responsible for this violence from the forum.


